120314 Al Jazeera http://blogs.aljazeera.com/africa/2012/03/14/ugandans-react-anger-kony-video
Ugandans react with anger to Kony Video
Uganda has, in the last week, been propelled to the top of the international news agenda, for a brutal rebellion that has not operated in the country for the last five years.

On March 5, American charity Invisible Children posted a video on Youtube, entitled Kony 2012. The 30 minute film, narrated by one of the organisations founders, Jason Russell, campaigns for the arrest of Joseph Kony, the ICC-indicted Ugandan leader of the rebel Lords Resistance Army.

It went viral, and in nine days has attracted over 76 million views, along with a lot of support and also substantial criticism.

Critics argue that the film relies on footage nearly ten-years-old of children fleeing the LRA in northern Uganda, implying the situation remains the same to this day, and so failing to represent the real issues now facing post-conflict Northern Uganda.

The LRA now operates in the Central African Rrepublic, Democratic Republic of Congo and South Sudan, and is now thought to number no more than 300 fighters.

Invisible Children argue that they have the main facts correct, and that raising awareness is their primary goal, and a necessary step towards any further change.

Public screening
While Youtube, Twitter and Facebook have gripped Uganda's middle class in recent years - and social networking sites have been key forums for the many Ugandan critics of the Kony 2012 video - most people in rural areas, including post-conflict northern Uganda, are still excluded from the internet revolution.

That means many of Joseph Kony's thousands of victims, most of whom live in rural villages, have never even heard of Kony 2012, Invisible Children or even Youtube.

Invisible Children's publicity machine is immense. Aside from the millions of internet users it has reached, and Kony 2012 already being described by some as the most effective viral campaign in history, it must also be the first ever Youtube video to be publicly screened in the northern Ugandan town of Lira.

A local charity, the African Youth Initiative Network, thought that the communities worst affected by the LRA, when it operated in Uganda, also deserved an opportunity to see what all the fuss was about, and so organized the event.

It was heavily publicized on local radio stations, and a crowd of thousands turned up at the Mayor’s Gardens in the centre of Lira for the sunset screening.

Having heard so many great things about the film, the crowd’s expectations were high.

Angry and offended
People I spoke to anticipated seeing a video that showed the world the terrible atrocities that they had suffered during the conflict, and the ongoing struggles they still face trying to rebuild their lives after two lost decades.

The audience was at first puzzled to see the narrative lead by an American man – Jason Russell – and his young son.

Towards the end of the film, the mood turned more to anger at what many people saw as a foreign, inaccurate account that belittled and commercialised their suffering, as the film promotes Kony bracelets and other fundraising merchandise, with the aim of making Kony infamous.

One woman I spoke to made the comparison of selling Osama Bin Laden paraphernalia post 9/11 – likely to be highly offensive to many Americans, however well intentioned the campaign behind it.

The event ended with the angrier members of the audience throwing rocks and shouting abusive criticism, as the rest fled for safety, leaving an abandoned projector, with organisers and the press running for cover until the dust settled.

It seems that the while the film has a viral power never seen before in the online community, it did not go down nearly so well with the very people it claims it is meant to help.

Kommentare am 14.3. im Blog zu dem Beitrag:
Eldad Viljoens, Kapstadt, Südafrika: "Obviously the people wouldn't understand the steps necessary to influence the western political mechanizations. Their anger is understandable but misguided.
JeanNanyonjo: "I have lived in Northern Uganda, and know and LOVE the people there with all my heart. If you just show them a video, containing material that is so close to their hearts, don't explain that it is directed toward a Western culture - of course there is going to be anger and confusion. It's clearly obvious that it took a flashy, western, video like this to get so many millions of Westerners attention - as that is what has happened. This has been in the news for years and years, and only NOW people are taking notice. But the same video is not supposed to garner attention and support from Northern Ugandans - they already know as they experienced the forefront of it. They have such a deep anger toward Joseph Kony & the LRA, that of course they won't feel happy about the fact is face is now all over the world. But if someone explained to them that the reason behind this is because up until now, no one really knew who he was, or cared - and that the purpose behind it is so that he be STOPPED - they may have a different opinion. To be honest, most people I knew in Northern Uganda were just so thrilled that the LRA were no longer in Uganda, that they have lost connection to the current events in DRC, South Sudan, & CAR. Their focus is currently on their own rehabilitation & needs as the continue to pick themselves off of the ground. It was most likely not explained to them that this video was NOT to show the current state of Northern Uganda, but what has happened in the past, and what is happening currently in the DRC, CAR, & South Sudan."
