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Our actual selling of goods and services for the first year of our Market Connect program will be 
done through these main activities, in order of implementation: 

1. Market Place Belize: This is a national annual event held in the month of September in 
Belize City. This 2-day event is sponsored by Belize Chamber of Commerce.  

2. Annual Sidewalk Art Fest in Placencia which is held in the month of January. This 2- day 
event is sponsored by Placencia Village Council. 

3. Marketing of goods and services online through SEO website. Commencement date is 
March 2012. 

SEO staff (of 3) made the above decisions after a great deal of research and discussion. The 
above events are the most feasible.  This is based on our limited human and financial 
resources, and the maximum financial return for our efforts. 

The days of the Market Place Belize event we will be assisted by 3 volunteers from the Toledo 
District.  At this event we will be selling the local goods/products we have purchased.  For the 
Sidewalk Art Fest we will be hiring a van and transporting a dozen entrepreneurs, with their 
personal goods/products, to Placencia.  They will attend one day of this event.  We are hoping 
we can pull this one off because men are presently clamping down on the women that is, 
stopping them from travelling to PG Town to do their marketing of crafts.  This is due to what the 
men claim “unfaithfulness”.  My staff nor I will not take this on….we have too much on our hands 
already! 

 We have bought display stands, tables, stools, storage containers in preparation for these 
events, because for these events the registration fee only covers an empty booth! The display 
stands will also be used for ongoing display of goods/products at SEO office. 

 With some technical expertise we look forward to having the sales component of SEO website 
up and running by March 2012. By then we hope to have a wide variety of goods/products of 
high standard ready for local and international marketing. 

After much deliberation SEO staff has decided the best way to go in acquiring goods/products 
for sale is the following: 

• For agricultural food products (coffee, ground pepper, spice seeds, yellow ginger 
etc.) purchase the first set of bottles, plastic bags, labels. The second time around 
have the entrepreneurs obtain a loan (from SEO revolving loan fund) to purchase 
their containers and labels. 



• The first time around we will purchase the agricultural goods/products from the 
entrepreneurs in bulk. This will enable us to stock up, have enough of the 
goods/products to sell and showcase at major events and otherwise. 

• Regarding items woven from thread we have decided to target cuxtals, cushion 
covers and computer bags.  The methodology being used is using the best weavers 
to weave and the best sewers to sew. 

• We discover products on a daily basis, and people also bring products to us. 

By the end of this month, June, we will make a final decision on the entrepreneurs and their 
goods/products will be working with for the first year of our venture! We are excited!!  We have 
begun buying products samples, and products specifically from Dolores and Otoxha. This is 
because of organizational issues.  We cannot wait for the last minute to do this.  Likewise, 
taking into consideration that Market Connection is only one of our 4 complex programs our 3 
member staff has to deal with. 

We did not originally budget for the purchase of goods/products. So, this urgently needs to be 
addressed.  We are therefore, asking you Fr. George to kindly supply us with an additionally US 
$2,500.00 to be used solely for the purchasing of goods/products.  The profits derived from the 
sale of these goods/products will be used for the salary of the Marketing Officer in the second 
year phase. As you know establishing a firm foundation in the first phase is essential! 

We are enjoying this journey! Hope U are too…. 

Dorla Bowman 

14/6/2011 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

      

 


